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Religion and Peace in Monotheistic Traditions

CALL FOR PAPERS

Religion and Peace in Monotheistic Traditions

CIHEC Conference, Israel, 29 May-1 June, 2011

A joint conference sponsored by the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute and Bar-Ilan University

Religion has been accused of inciting war and hatred since the early modern period. Seldom does the correlation between peace-making and religious thought figure in scholarly discourse. The novel approach proposed for this conference is to focus attention on peace. We aim to examine the history of the interaction between religious ideas and peace-making efforts.

In theology peace is often treated in transcendental terms, with religious passion and utopian terminology. The origins of this attitude stem from Scripture and religious liturgy. Dona nobis pacem, part of the Agnus Dei, has been recited for centuries. This divine concept of peace has also affected the notion of Peace on Earth: Pacem in terris was the title of the 1963 encyclical of Pope John XXIII and a major part of Vatican II. Similar sentiments of peace are found in Jewish thought and in the daily liturgy (e.g., the Kaddish prayer). 
The proposed conference will focus on the meanings and ramifications of peace, theological as well as pragmatic peace, and the history of the profession of peace-makers. It will also examine the terminology of peace-making, including the employment of such terms as truce, hudna, and ceasefire, among others.

The following is a list of proposed topics. We welcome further ideas for sessions.

· Eternal versus temporal peace

· Pax Dei and treuga Dei : The millennial peace movements

· Pacem in terris
· Peace and religion in Jerusalem 

· The secularisation of peace

· The history of Peace as a concept and in the Begriffsgeschichte 

· Sovereignty and the Holy

· Historical models of peace treaties 

· Negotiating peace, truces, and ceasefires

· Liturgies of peace

· Iconography of peace

· Theology of forgiveness and peace

· Peace as a theological mission

· Peace tourism and pilgrimage

· Peace-makers: the profession and the industry.

 Please send abstracts of papers of 300 words maximum to the organisers Yvonne Friedman yfried@mail.biu.ac.il

and Merav Mack  merav.mack@gmail.com  before 1.10.2010
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