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Part One: Characteristic

thermes According to the historian Frangois Furet, the French Revolution was essentially a »cultural
Part Tuwo: Paradiams of| revolutions (Furet 1987-94) with far-reaching consequences for the intellectual lfe of the age
Romentic fiction and beyond. Anticipated for a long time by Europe’s intelligentsia, the actual outbreak of the =

Revolution initiated a strong desire for rethinking the role of both philosopher and poet in so-
Part Three:

. ciety. Not surprisingly, since 1800 strong analogies and even equations have been seen between
Contrbutions of ty. rprisingly, sinc g g q

Romantidsm o 19th the political revolution and the revelution in thinking that took place in philosophy, in the arts
d 20th Centurv <ol . .

Hiteng and Thovght — and in literature. As Hegel put it: sOur age is a period of birth and transition into anew era [_. ).

VUricng aht;

Spirit has broken away from its previous world of existence and thinking and is about to send

Condlusion it to oblivione.' Perceptive minds tried to make sense of this period of upheaval early on, for

Comparative History of instance the Hegel student Heinrich Heine perceived a definite analogy between »the material
parative History

Lftersture in Furopsan revolution in Frances and Kant's intellectual revolution (Heine 157, 91). William Hazlitt, the
Tanauages 2 great British critic, went a step further by declaring that the Lake school of poetry »had its ori-
Download This eBook gin in the French revolution or rather in those sentiments and opinions which repro

(Offline) revolution (Hazlitt 1819, 318). Hazlitt was referring to translations from the German
Drang. yet he did not mention philosophers from Montesquicu to Rousscau who had paved the
way to the Revolution. However, his observation is important in the sense that it undermine:




