PHD STUDNETS WORKSHOP
Challenges of Causal Analysis in Your Research Project

Self Help Exercise
David Levi-Faur, Hebrew University, March 2010. 
	
	
	Explanation
	Apply this possibility to your dissertation? 
Use your imagination. Make Sure it is 

	1
	Many causes for the same effect
	We find instances in which an increases in x (level of economic development) causes an increase in y (movement toward democracy)  in some cases but does not have this effect in others, where y is caused by an entirely different set of causes. 
	

	2
	Cause dependency on time
	We find cases in which an increase in x (social democratic governance) is associated with an increase in y (social spending) at one point in time (postwar period for example) but not in another (1990s). 
	

	3
	Same cause different outcomes
	We find instances in which an increase in x (social protest) causes an outcome y (government turn over) in some cases but an entirely different outcome (repression) in other cases.
	

	4
	Outcomes are the effects of various causes that depend on each other 
	We find instances in which an outcome y (successful wage coordination) depends on the value of many other variables – v (union density), w (social democratic governance), and x social policy regime) – whose values are in turn jointly dependent on each other
	

	5
	Circular causality
	We find cases in which increases increase in x (support for democracy) increase y (the stability of democracy) and in which increases in y also tend to increase x.


	

	6
	Multiple causality
	If your outcomes has many causes? How do you falsify theories? How do you avoid eclectic explanations?

What are the multiple causes in your case   ? how do you distinguish between their effects  ?   
	

	7
	Selection Bias on the dependent variable


	Demonstrate a selection bias on the dependent variable in your case [show me that you can fail]
	

	8
	Selection Bias on the independent variable(s)
	Demonstrate a selection bias on the independent variable(s) in your case [show me that you can fail]
	

	9
	The Black Box Problem 
	Demonstrate the 'black box' gaps between independent and dependent variables. . 
	

	10
	The Galton Problem 
	Demonstrate the workout of Galton problem on your case (show me that you can fail)

	


