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Vos heyst ku-shn dayn zamd? Ikh bin dayn zamd, un ver kusht es, ikh bet aykh, zikh a- leyn?

170

Kh’hob zikh yorn gevalgert in der fremd,
[tst for ikh zikh vaigern in der heym...
Mit eyn por-shikh. eyn hemd oyfn layb,

In der hant dem shtekn - vi ken ikh zayn on dem?

Kh'vel nisht kushn dayn shtoyb,
vi yener groyser poet,
Khotsh mayn harts iz oykh ful
mit gezang un geveyn...
Vos heyst kushn dayn shtoyb?
Ikh bin dayn shtoyb!
Un ver kusht es, ikh bet aykh, zikh aleyn?

Kh'vel shteyn fargaft far dem Kineres-blo,
In mayne bigdey-dalus ongeton -
A farvoglter prints, vos hot gefunen zayn blo,

Un blo iz zayn kholem fun tomid on...

Kh'vel nisht kushn daya blo. nor stam azoy.
V1 a shtile shmone-esrey vel ikh shteyn ~
Vos heyst kushn dayn blo? Ikh bin dayn blo!
Un ver kusht es, ikh bet avkh, zikh aleyn?

Kh'vel shteyn fartrakht far dayn midber-groys

Un hern di doyres-alte kemltrit,

Vos vign oyf zeyere hoykers ibern zamd

Toyre un skhoyre un dos alte vanderhd,

Vos tsitert iber di zamdn heys tseglit,

Shtarbt op, dermont zikh un vil keyn mol
nish* fargevn...
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Kh'vel nisht kushn dayn zamd!

neyn un tsen mol neyn!

Vos heyst kushn dayn zamd?
[kh bin dayn zamd!
Un ver kusht es, ikh bet aykh, zikh aleyn?
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For years I've wandered among strangers,

Now I shall wander among my own;

With my one pair of shoes, the shirt on my back,
And the stick in my hand - how can [ be without 1t?

I'will not kiss your soil, as did that great poet,

Though my heart too, is brimming with song and tears;
How can I kiss your s0il? [ AM your soil —

And who, I pray you, kisses himself?

I'll stand gaping by the blue sea of Tiberias,
Dressed in my ragged garments —

The wandering prince, who has found his blue -
For blue was ever his dream.

I will not kiss your blue. but merely stand,
Silently, like the penitent at his devotions;
How can T kiss your blue 2 T AM your blue —
And who, I pray you, kisses himself?

[ will stand lost in thought, before your great desert,
And hear the centuries-old tread of those camels

Who rocked on their humps, as they crossed the sand,
Both books and goods; I'll hear that ancient song

Of the wanderer, that floats across the burning sands —
It dies down, but rises ever again, never to be forgotten.

I will not kiss your sand; no, ten times no:
How can I kiss your sand 91 AM your sand —

And who, I pray you, kisses himself?

English: Marie B. Jaffe




