The Association for Israel Studies awards the Ben Halpern Award annually for the best doctoral dissertation in the various fields of Israeli studies approved during the 2010 calendar year [January 1 through December 31, 2010]. This award honors the memory of Ben Halpern, a founding member of the Board of Directors of the Association for Israel Studies. His book, The Idea of the Jewish State, is still seminal in the study of Zionism. An inspiring teacher at Brandeis University, Halpern left a powerful and distinctive intellectual legacy including a commitment to the study of Israeli society in accordance with rigorous scholarly and scientific norms.
 
Dissertations must be nominated by two scholars familiar with the candidate's work. Their recommendations should explain how the dissertation has advanced knowledge in the field of Israel Studies that includes the period before the state was established. A printed or hard copy of the dissertation accompanied by letters of recommendation should be sent to each member of the Halpern Dissertation Award committee. CANDIDATES FOR THE PRIZE MUST BE MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR ISRAEL STUDIES PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THEIR DISSERTATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION. The deadline for submissions is January 25, 2011.
 
Please send all material to:
 
Professor Donna Robinson Divine
Department of Government
Smith College
Northampton, Massachusetts 01063
USA
 
Professor Nahum Karlinsky
The Ben Gurion Research Institute
Ben Gurion University of the Negev, 84990
Israel
 
Professor Na’ama Sheffi [School of Communications, Sapir College]
11 Arba Aratzot Street
Tel Aviv, 62486
Israel
