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אני מתודולוגי
Methodology Training Series for PhD Students
Latent Class Analysis:
Methodological Workshop

Presenters:
Prof. Jeroen Vermunt of Tilburg University 
Prof. Michael Shalev of Hebrew University

Workshop: Sunday, October 18, 2009 – 9:30-14:30

Follow-up Meeting: Sunday, November 8, 2009 – 13:00-15:30

We are pleased to announce a one-day methodological workshop (October 18) and a follow-up meeting (November 8) on Latent Class Analysis for doctoral students and researchers in the framework of the Social Science Faculty’s PhD methodological training series 
("אני מתודולוגי"). 

Latent Class Analysis (LCA) is a way of discovering or validating underlying categories or dimensions that our theories assume to exist, but which can not be measured directly. LCA is similar to both factor analysis and cluster analysis, but has important advantages in comparison to these methodologies. For example, LCA makes less stringent assumptions than factor analysis about the statistical relationships between measured indicators; and, unlike cluster analysis, it provides statistical criteria for choosing the correct number of clusters.
Professor Jeroen Vermunt of Tilburg University in the Netherlands is a leading international expert of this methodology. He has coauthored the leading software, Latent Gold, and has published numerous academic articles illustrating its uses.
The registration form for this workshop is attached, along with a questionnaire. This workshop will be conducted in English. Location: to be announced.
Visit our home page for additional details:
http://socsciphd.wiki.huji.ac.il
Latent Class Analysis:

Methodological Workshop
The goal of the methodological workshop (October 18) is to introduce doctoral students and researchers to the theory and the practice of Latent Class Analysis. The goal of the follow-up meeting (November 8) is to provide a forum for doctoral students and researchers to present and discuss their research as it relates to this methodology.

Background on Latent Class Analysis (LCA)

Latent Class Analysis (LCA) is a way of discovering or validating underlying categories or dimensions that our theories assume to exist, but which can not be measured directly. Invented by Paul Lazarsfeld, it is similar to both factor analysis and cluster analysis, but has important advantages in comparison to these methodologies. For example, it makes less stringent assumptions than factor analysis about the statistical relationships between measured indicators; and, unlike cluster analysis, it provides statistical criteria for choosing the correct number of clusters. LCA is very widely used in market research, where it can discover and characterize different market "segments"; and in medical research, where it is used to identify diagnostic categories. However, in recent years it has become much more widely used throughout the social sciences, partly because of the availability of new user-friendly software. 
Professor Jeroen Vermunt of Tilburg University in the Netherlands is a leading international expert of this methodology. He has coauthored the leading software, Latent Gold, and has published numerous academic articles illustrating its uses. For further information, see http://www.statisticalinnovations.com / http://spitswww.uvt.nl/~vermunt/ 
For a user-friendly introduction to latent class analysis, see Professor Garson’s FAQ: http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/garson/PA765/latclass.htm#faq, and the UCLA methodological series website: http://www.ats.ucla.edu/stat/latent_gold/seminars/IntroLatentGold.htm. Tutorial 1 and the accompanying linked articles are particularly useful.
Some illustrations of recent uses of LCA in published social science research
Sociologists have used it to validate and operationalize various typologies – of cultural consumption, belief systems, occupational classes, etc. 
Economists have recently used LCA to identify and explain different types of financial performance by firms.

Political scientists are using it to develop explanations for voting behavior that are allowed to vary between different types of voters.
Examples:
Chaney, Paul K., Cooil, Bruce and Jeter, Debra C., A Latent Class Model of Earnings Attributes (June 12, 2008). Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=916605 
Edlund, J. (2006). Trust in the capability of the welfare state and general welfare state support: Sweden 1997-2002, Acta sociologica (Vol. 49, pp. 395-417). http://asj.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/49/4/395
Moors, G., & Vermunt, J. K. (2007). Heterogeneity in post-materialist value priorities. Evidence from a latent class discrete choice approach, European Sociological Review (Vol. 23, pp. 631-648). http://esr.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/23/5/631 

Simmons, S. (2008). Ascriptive justice: The prevalence, distribution, and consequences of political correctness in the academy, The Forum (Vol. 6, pp. 8). http://www.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1248&context=forum
Zavisca, J. (2005). The status of cultural omnivorism: A case study of reading in Russia, Social Forces (Vol. 84, pp. 1233-1255).
http://scholar.google.co.il/scholar?q=info:m1BC9A8jYCwJ:scholar.google.com/&output=viewport&pg=1&hl=en 
