Advanced Graduate Writing Course 

in Academic and Professional English-Language Writing in the Social Sciences

Spring 2010
Course No. 11061
Time: Thursday 12 – 14

Instructor: Nina Luskin  nina.luskin@mail.huji.ac.il
Office hours: By appointment

The course is designed to enable the students to plan and write an academic paper for publication in an academic journal, and in the process, to provide them with writing skills for their academic and post-academic careers. More specifically, the sessions will focus on the writing of summaries, comparative literature reviews, critiques, and abstracts. Other topics covered in the course include integrating ideas of other writers into one’s own work and rules of citation, text organization and coherence, acceptable grammatical and lexical language use, and argument structure.

Class work will incorporate frontal instruction, peer review, debates, mini assignments, revision, and editing. Emphasis will be put on creating an interactive learning environment through guided work in pairs or groups of three, relying on communication and mutual support during and outside class sessions. Course assignments will focus on, and contribute to, the students’ work in progress. At the end of each session, if there is enough time, several passages from students’ assignment will be presented for editing and revision. 

Throughout the course, each student will maintain an ongoing email correspondence with the instructor. 

The course is geared to students who, in the course of the semester, are planning to write a paper in English – whether for publication, to present at a conference, as a research proposal, or for any other academic purpose – and for students who are in the process of writing such paper.   

Students who are planning to give a lecture or a conference presentation are encouraged to send the instructor the text and/or Power Point for comments and revision, and then to give a practice presentation in class. Accordingly, two weeks of the semester are allocated to students’ presentations and peer feedback.

Written tasks are due two weeks from the date they are assigned, unless otherwise indicated. The students can send their assignments to the instructor in parts, as they progress. The students are expected to submit their assignments as MS Word document attachments, double spaced, font Times New Roman No. 12. Wherever applicable, a copy of the article used for the assignment should be submitted as a separate attachment.  In the accompanying email, the students should include questions about the assignment. 

For course work, each student is requested to select several (2-3 or more) articles in the field of his/her research, to be used as models for genre-based discourse analysis (henceforth “model articles”). The articles should be from reputable academic journals, well written, clear, persuasive, and, preferably, authored by researchers whose scholarly achievements and style the student would like to emulate.

Week 1

Purpose, organization, and structure of English academic writing in the Social Sciences.

Definition of terms. Defining, redefining, rejecting the existing definition, proposing an alternative definition. Power Point: model definitions.

Assignment 1: Provide ten definitions of terms used in your work-in-progress, of these at least two extended.

N.B. Throughout the course, each student is required to compile a list of terms and phrases that frequently recur in the literature relevant to his/her research. Out of these, s/he will select items that figure as key terms in his/her work in progress and provide definitions that reflect their meaning in the context of the research. This is especially important for terms that are part of a professional jargon or are ambiguous. 

Week 2

Plagiarism. APA guidelines online. Rules of citation. Quoting, summarizing, paraphrasing. Indirect speech: phrases introducing a claim, grammatical tense usage, deictic markers.
Week 3

Annotated bibliography. Summary / paraphrase of an argument. Power Point: model summaries.  

Assignment 2:  
a) For each of your model articles, write a brief summary of its main thesis, accompanied by a citation and a bibliographic reference, according to the APA rules.  Due one week following the class.
b) Prepare summaries, with citations and bibliographic references, for at least ten articles you appeal to in your work in progress – of these at least two extended. The summaries can relate to the article’s main thesis or to a supporting argument. Due three weeks following the class.
Week 4
Relative clauses – restrictive vs. nonrestrictive. Relative pronouns in English vs. Hebrew. Relative clauses with prepositions and quantifiers. Content clauses. Use of punctuation in English sentences containing relative or content clauses vs. Hebrew, Russian, and Romance languages. 

Week 5

Combining sentences. Rendering explicit rhetorical relations between propositions. Coordination vs. subordination. Coordinating conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, adverbial connectors. Use of commas and semi-colons. 
Week 6

Synthesis and critique. Power Point: model synthesis and critique passages. How to be “confidently uncertain”: relevant phraseology.
Assignment 3:

Select a controversial issue. Summarize and cite several sources addressing this issue. Compare and contrast the approaches. Evaluate the approaches in terms of theoretical robustness, consistency, relevance, etc.
Week 7

Conditionals. Logical and rhetorical conditionals. Various ways to express conditional meaning. Use of tenses in conditional sentences in English.
Week 8

The Introduction in a Social Sciences academic article and its rhetorical components: a three-step model. Exercise: the structure of the introduction. Power Point: motivating and stating a research question. Based on Swales & Feak: Phraseology for introducing the theoretical background of an issue; constructing a niche for one’s research question; occupying the niche. 
Assignment 4

Following the three-step model discussed in the preceding lesson and using the summaries from the previous assignments, write an introduction to the article you are currently working on. 

Week 9

Rules of punctuation in English: hyphens, n-dashes, m-dashes, scare quotes and their alternatives, commas, semi-colons, colons. A comprehensive punctuation exercise. Inversions. 
Week 10

Conclusions: their dual function; component parts; strategies to adopt and to avoid; ineffective conclusion. Phraseology for the component parts of a conclusion. 
Assignment 5

Write a conclusion to the article you are currently working on.
Week 11

Participial clauses: form and function. Dangling modifiers: syntactic account and practice exercises.
Week 12

Abstracts – descriptive (indicative / topical) vs. informational. Purpose, structure, phraseology, lexical and grammatical usage. Practice Exercise.
Assignment 6

Write an abstract to the article you are currently working on.
Two weeks of the course are allocated to the students’ presentations, peer feedback, and one-on-one meetings with the instructor.  
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